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Course Title: Drawing 

 

Course Description: This class is designed to introduce basic and advanced drawing 

techniques with a variety of subject matter and media.  Drawing is taught through the 

basic principles of art: line, shape, space, texture and value while using media such as 

pencil, charcoal, colored pencil, oil pastel, and ink pen.  Various drawing exercises are 

used to strengthen observational drawing skills.  

 

Prerequisite:  Art and Design 

Grade Levels:  9-12 

 

SAMPLE Objectives, Activities, and Assessments  

Students will… Instructional Activities 
(include approx. length of time) 

Demonstration 

-review and strengthen 

knowledge of contour and gesture 

lines in drawing. 

 

 

-learn and practice using negative 

space as a drawing tool when 

observational drawing.  

 

-learn and use cross contour lines 

in observational drawing. 

 

-be introduced to shading from 

various light sources with colored 

pencils. 

 

-Practice drawing and shading 

reflective objects. 

 

 

-learn about creating values with 

graphite; and how to use various 

values to create a mood in a 

graphite drawing. 

 

-Draw a self portrait with a 

creative twist.  

 

-Examine art of famous artists 

and their impact on the field of 

drawing. 

 

 

Complete a series of practice 

activities designed to strengthen 

contour and gesture drawing 

skills. 

 

Draw a still life using the 

negative space drawing technique 

and color using charcoal.  

 

Draw a still live focusing on 

correct use of contour lines and 

incorporating appropriate shading 

and highlighting techniques with 

prismacolor pencils. 

 
Small object studies with 

reflective objects. Composition 

must have 80% strong values and 

only 20% highlights. 

 

Plan and draw a self portrait that 

is altered in one of three ways: 

fractured through broken glass, 

altered in a reflective object (i.e. 

reflection in a glass sphere, 

toaster, etc.), or one side of the 

portrait morphing into an alter 

ego. Self-portrait must be drawn 

in graphite, using appropriate 

values to set the mood for the 

piece. Examine the art and self-

portraits of M.C. Escher. 

 

 

Assessed by observation. 

 

 

 
Draw a negative space still life 

using charcoal. Assessed by 

observation. 

 
Draw a still life from observation 

in cross contour with light and 

shadow from a given light source 

with prismacolor pencils..  

Assessed by rubric. 

 

Draw several reflective objects 

with strong values.  Assessed by 

rubric and observation.  

 

 

Draw a creative self portrait with 

a focus on using appropriate 

values to a mood.  Assessed by 

rubric and class critique.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create four drawings using four 
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-learn and practice various 

techniques of drawing and 

shading  in pen and ink. 

 

 

 

-learn the techniques used to 

draw, blend, superimpose, shade 

and highlight using colored 

pencils.   

 

-Examine color blending, and 

how color theory is used to create 

depth, balance, emphasis, and 

unity in a drawing.   

 

-Explore Oil Pastels, their uses 

and techniques. 

 

 

 

 

-Learn about human proportions 

to strengthen life drawing skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice creating values with 

hatching, cross hatching, 

scumbling, and stippling. Create 

one for each of four different 

techniques.  Four drawings total. 

 

Plan and create a drawing of 

choice (drawing prompts vary) 

using colored pencil, focusing on 

using appropriate prismacolor 

techniques for blending, 

superimposing, shading, and 

highlighting.  Composition must 

use color to help achieve balance 

and unity. 

 

Practice several exercises in oil 

pastel that focus on blending, 

shading, and highlighting. Show 

various techniques including 

using other mediums for blending 

or “painting” with oil pastels 

 

Draw a series of figure studies 

from body parts and models from 

beginning with contour and 

gesture and gradually moving 

into value studies.  Focus on 

proportion of body parts to one 

another, and how to highlight and 

shade certain areas to achieve 

realism.  

different drawing techniques in 

pen and ink.  Assessed by rubric 

and student technique.  

 

 

 

 

Create a balanced, unified 

drawing in prismacolor pencils.  

Assessed by rubric and class 

critique.   

 

 

 

 

Practice 3exercises with 3 

different drawing and blending 

techniques with oil pastel.  

Assessed by observation.   

 

 

 

Create several practice drawings 

of a both various body parts and 

models.  Students 3 best drawings 

will be turned in for assessment 

by rubric.   
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